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by Burton Kins

lleve ber-

Gl ria Dawn baa just reaebed the keilnt. of sue•••s on

tbe stal. wben Jam.s Malvern with bi. enviable so ial positlon

and wealt ent ra ner life and per.uades ber to

self to be ln love wlth nia.

Sbe know. notUln ot Malvern's former affair. wltn women

nor that be has been partl Ularly attentlve to a certain

Renee Grant - exotl0 dancer of tne Follles and cabarets -

bardly set wnen sne learns certaln tnlngs concernln Renee

and Malvern wnien gause ber to re&ret tbe step sne bas taken.

until after tbeir marriale. But tne honeymoon naB \ '

And yet sbe determines to make the best of a bad bargain and

trles to for&et ner shattered illusions so trustingly built

•• around tne man sne nas married.

But Malvern aotually bas put Renee out of hls llfe - and

nas paid ner well to stay out; mucn to the annoyance of one

Wneeler Johnson, an aient who lives on nis wit. and nas tried

to snow Renee a way of flee.lnc Malvern nandsomely by means

of a "brea b of proml.e" suit. Rene. ls decent enoUib

to play fair wito Malvern and keep ner promise not to embarr

&8S nll1 .. but JoMson s beme. to take advanta&e of tbe

milllonalre's fall1nl for women and aocordincly, watones nim

oarefully from at •

Wltnln slx montha ot Glorla's rrlac., Malvern bellne

to exni lt fast-Irowin, indifferen.e to oer. And tbe

prineipal re~son for tn1. is tne return ot Anne Cabot fro
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Europe. Her brother, John Cabot " Governor of the State

and sald to be a "Malvern Kan", ls v1s1ted by Malvern on the

nlght that Anne arrlve. home.

Noth1ns could please Anne Cabot more; she had always

be11eved herself capable of dangllng Jlm Malvern from a

strlng and lt was a blow to h r vanlty when he marr1ed

Glor1a Dawn. She makes up her mind now that she w1ll

try her w1les on hlm agaln - just because she 18 the type

that enjoy8 th1s sort of thln and not because she really

wanta him. But her campaign leads her 1nto deeper

water ti1.an ahe could have posslbly fore8een ..- -
Glo a ls 80 sure that }la!ver "8 contlnued ncsglect of her

is due t6 his interest in R@neA Grant - and 8uapectlna:

nothlng of the affalr w1th Anne Cabot now ln pro&res. - that

she urges Malvern to glve a houseMparty at h1s camp ln the

North Woods wlth the ldea of taklng him away from the exotlc

llttle Broadway dancer.

Halvern welcomes the ldea because he now wants to be rld

of GlorIa and marry -Anne - and he belleve lt may be posslble

to manufacture grounds for divorc1ng Glorla by taklng a

former sultor of her's along wlth them and throwlng the two

together constantly. Brom Jones ls the man selected for

the role as Malvern knows that ne has never ceased to care

:for hls wlfe. But the best laid plana run true to form

and another onaracter unexpectedly walks on the sta e.

Plerre DuCharme, Malvern's gulde and caretaker of his

10d3e ln the North Woods - wlth Indlan and French blood ln

hls velna - has worshlped Glorla from afar with a devotlon
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born of hls sympathy for her. No man knew J1m Malvern

better than P1erre and no man knew better than he how un

worthy Halvern was of a glrl of Glor1a's calabre.
x

C1rcumstances throw them together during thls fioUseN

party - partly as a result of Glorla'. unhapplness and desire

to get away from the rest of the party and partly because

of P1erre's sympatny for her and hls deslre to make her

happy with every respectfUl attent10n he can poss1bly pay

her.

Then, one day, there 1s a scr~am for help from the r1ver

and Plerre dashes for the canoe land1ni near the lod&e to

dlBcov Glorla 6dr1tt ln one of the frail boat 1n mid-

~--~ ----== 

~--~~-

stream and beins borne swlftly toward the falls a short

d1stance below.

Unhes1tatingly, he starts after her, paddllnc llke mad

to reach her before she 1s swept over the br1nk to certaln

death and succeeds by a superhuman effort 1n doln so

tnough both canoes are upset 1n the rap1ds and he has to

sWlm through tne swlft water wlth her to reach the shore.

The rest of tne party nave been wltnesses from afar

and Kalvern, wlth powerful b1nocular. to hls ey.s, sees

the big guld. tenderly carr,ylnl hls·wlf. ln his arms and

then dtllberately klsslnl her a8 h. places her on tne round.

It 1s a revelatlon to Malvern and he cnanaes hls plans

oy taklng Plerr. back to New York w1th them and lnstalllni

him as a uest at hls hom•• He 1s convlnced that 1t

ls only a quest10n of t1me before they J w1ll hang themselves

wlth the rope he has glven them.
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It 1s not Ion , nowver, befor Pierre and Gloria learn

of Malvern's base plot and tne 1nfur1ated Indian threatens

to k1ll the mil11ona1re 1f he dishonors hls w1fe by llnking

her name wltn hls. Unfortunately for Plerre, nls threat

made In ang r, is overheard by the servant. and is not
forgotten.

He forthwlth leaves tne house and makes up hls mind that

he wl11 try to protect Glor1a from Malvern's plot agalnst

her by making a quiet investigation of Malvern. If he

can discover that the man is havin& one of his usual affa1rs

With aome other woman, it Will be valuable knowledJ
e

_

sufflcient Indeed to thwart the man's Schemln •

But Wheeler Johnson enters the scene O~more _ and at

this time, with very deflnite knowledge that Malvern !!
deCideshaVing an affair with another woman. He makea ~p Ala m1ad

to spy on them and make the mlllionaire pay handsomely for

l1is eilence.

Pierre DuCharme trails Malvern's automoblle to the man's

Lena Ieland farm one night and sees him leave the car With

some woman and enter the lodge house near the entrance to

the estate. He does not see Wheeler JOhnson, however, Who

follows the pair into the hous - haVing been hidden in the

tonneau of the car When it arrlved.

Johnson enters the lodge house and findin no one in

the room but Halvern, d mands to know Where the .oman ls.

Angry words follow. and SUddenly, Ann, concealed back

of a closet door, peers throUCh tne crack of the door and

sees Johnson shoot Malvern down.
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She remains hidden until he escapes and then she rushes

from the room and into the night before Pierre reaches the

He is found bending over Malvern with Johnson's

revolver in his hand and is accused of the murder, on the

testimony of the servants who heard him threaten to kill

the man.

The trial and conviction are soon ax8Z past and Gloria

at last discovers that she loves Pierre - now condemned

to death with his execution but a short tiae away.

There seems no way to save him unless some new evidence

can be discovered - WQen suddenly her 'steadfast friend

\

found on the Malvern farm near

Brom Jon comes to her rescue w! th. -. ,LJ ewe"led b~ckle he

the Beene f murder.o ttl(

nas

It. canno t. oe.Lon~ t;o rtenee (ifrQ.~li. .,ne naa provea coo-

elusively ttlat she was dancing in a cabaret at the tlIlle of

the shootin • Anna Oabot has worn buckles slmilar to

this one. They make up thelr minds that she must nave 'J

been present at the time of the shootin, and Glorla goes

to the Governor's house on the nlght before Ducnarme ls

doomed to die. Anne is away. She had left for Oallfor-

nia before the trial and Gloria feels certain that the

slippers from Whlcn the buckle was lost might be found in

Anne's room among some of her belonglngs. She tells the

Governor that the reporters have been hounding her 1n the

city - and that since he was such a good friend of her

nasband's she has come to his house for shelter.

He welcomes ner cordially and she flnds herself installed

in the room that Anne Cabot had occupied.

\
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Anne returns nome unexpectedly - naIf slck w~tn worry over

DuCharme's plight but unable to save him witnout tne

sacriflce of ner own good name ... for sne would have to

adm1t tnat sne was the woman in tne cas••

Suddenly, Glorla enters tne Governor's offlce and con

fronts Anne wlth the tell-tale palr of sllppers wlth one

buckle gone - the other ln ner nand. Anne 1s forced to

confess the truth and the Governor phones the prlson to
'"

delay the execution.

At thls moment, a man enters the manslon and asks for

Governor James Cabot - teillng the butler that he had better

eee hlm immediately or hls sister's n~ w~ll s~fer.

Wheeler Johnson, needlng money badly and bellevin now

Tlnat. ne ~8 a080 u"'(, .!.y ~a.le, ..Ltt _ l;: _~u .Lt,

Anne comes from the GovernorJs office; sees Johnson ...

rushes back to her brother wl~h the startling de41aratlon

that the murderer of Jim Malvern ls in the adjoining room.

The Governor calmly goes out to hlm and listens quietly

to hls demands whlle the pollee are hurrying to the EXecutive

Manslon in response to Glorla's summons.

Plerre DuCharme walks from the very shadow of the electriC

chair - to freedom, and to happlness wlth Glorla.
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Washington, D. C.

Register of Copyrights
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I herewith respeotfully request the return of the following
n~med motion pioture films deposited by me for registration of
copyright in ·the name of Jans Productions, Inc.

Playthings of Desire 7 reels

Respectfully,

FULTON BRYLAWSKI

The Jans Productions, Inc.
hereby aoknowledges the reoeipt of two oopies eaoh of the
motion picture films deposited and registered in the Copyright
Offioe as follows:

Tftle Date of Deposit Registration

Playthings of Vesire 12-18-24 ©CIL 20924
~

DEC 20 1924

The return of the above oopies was requested by the said
Company, by its agent and attorney on the 18th day of

Dec.1924 and the said Fulton Brylawski for himself, and a8
the duly authorized agent and attorney of the 8&ld Company,
hereby aoknowledges the delivery to him of said copies, and
the receipt thereof. /5J

D
" ........ --,

livElr din. par:m- ~
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